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.Touchy Senate . . 1
. The- letter wrilten by the new headk L i ‘ R

s of the Central Intelligence -Agency!
praising a newspaper editorial critical; = B TEE
e.0f Sen. J. W, Fulbright was lacklnge | AT A S
-in discretion, but it had- one reveal-s . | ‘o2 R
" £'ing effect: Its reception in the Senate!

4 suggests that skins may be, if possible,

{ even thinner on Capitol Hill than at' | . . .

¢ the other end of Pennsylvania Avenue: T T SR S

in the White House. ' 10 R

; It is surprxsmg that the professxonalv .

z head of a service se secret should:
- wmake such a public gaffe, particular-.
. ﬁ 1y at this time. CIA Director Richard,
F “Helms' agency has just weathered an. | - .
ceffort by Sen, Fulbright’s Foreign ReJ L
' lations ‘Committee to gain a role m: R

, L « supervising the CIA. It was a St.
‘ : te ' Louis Globe-Democrat editorial laud-S
S img Senate rejection of that effort
1 “that drew Mr, Helms' letter expressmg 1
'his “pleasure’ in reading it. : . S
‘, The timing was bad, the source R
? startling, but the umocuously worded .
letter scarcely .merited its huffy re-:
“ception in the Senate. Sen. Eugenec.
) , McCarll:hy, D-Mnlm hsau%h to Cf]z:%pailreng
’ | - -general approval, that the ead: i e
CPYRGH‘T E g“owes an apology to every member» v
1(

of the Senate.”

Mr. Helms. has:made his apology,:
‘by telephone call and in persomn.- But{
‘“the Senate’s wounds can be no more;
. than thin-skin deep.- Sen. Fulbright,l
i himself, has made statements moreq
insulting in - implication _about. Mr.
Helms' boss, the . Presxdent ot

Uniteq ?Pteﬁx,“mmmw ok %.J
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